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HISTORY OF FORT TOTTEN 
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Historic Fort Totten enjoys an honored place in the military annals 
of the United States. 


Designed originally, along with a sister fort at Throggs Neck across 
the Narrows of Long Island Sound (Fort Schuyler), to guard the entrance to 
New York harbor during the Civil War, Fort Totten enjoys military traditions 
dating back to the French and Indian War, when a Fort was erected at Bogart 's 
Point, just across Little Bay one mile west of the present site. 


Built at that time as a protection against the French, the Bogart 's 
Point fort was used by American troops during the Revolution as a bulwark 
against invasion by the British. 


After the battle of Long Island, the British took ‘over most of the 
island, and large forces of the British army, including the Hessian troops, 
were quartered in Flushing and Jamaica, in the near vicinity of Fort Totten. 
Pritish warships were anchored at Whitestone, just west of the Fort. 


Some years ago, the remaining stones of the Bogart's Point fort 
were torn down, to make way for the construction of a large home. 


The land on which Fort Totten is built first came into public record 
in 1640, when it belonged to a farmer named Thomes. In 1684, following 
difficulty with the Matinecock Indians, a treaty was signed deeding the Thomes 
land, together with the territory bounded on the west by Flushing, on the 
south by Jamaica, on the east by Hempstead, and on the north by Long Island 
Sound, to the Flushing Freeholders, one of whom was Charles A. Willets, whose 
son, of the same name, is now buried on the fort. 


Willets' grave, dated 1832, and the Willets markers, are at a bluff 
at the entrance to the fort, said to be the only civilian tomb on any fort in 
the United States. 


From 1829, when the younger Willets acquired the land later occupied 
by the fort, to 1857, the land passed through the hands of many owners, all 
of whom agitated to have the Federal Government build a fort at the site. 


In 1857, George Irving and his wife, Robertina, sold 110 acres of 
Witlets Point to the Government for $200,000, a price which occasioned a 
Scandal at the time. Later, during the Civil War, twenty-six additional acres 
were purchased from Henry Day and his wife for $57,000. The acreage of the 
fort has since been increased through filling in Swamp and marsh land adjacent 
to the fort, 
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In 1857, Congress appropriated $155,000 to build on Willets Point a 
sister fortification to Fort Schuyler, located across the Long Island Sound 
Narrows at Throgg's Neck. The only buildings on the point at the time were a 
large double house, facing the river, which had been used as a summer residence; 
a stable on the border of the salt marsh; and one old farm house, which had been 
used as a tavern. The area was known as the "Fort" at Willets Point even before 
buildings were erected. 


Plans were drawn up for the building of fortifications at the Point 
by Captain Robert E. Lee, Corps of Engineers, but nothing was done with the 
plans. The Fort at Willets Point lay idle, for practical purposes, till the 
beginning of the Civil War. 


The principal house was used as an Engineer's Office; the stable 
became an Engineer's stable; and the other building was used as a boarding 
house for draftsmen, mechanics and laborers employed on the post. 


In 1862, construction work began on the lower fortifications along the 
Sound--fortifications which were intended to protect New York City from the same 
Captain Robert E. Lee, who drew up the plans for the fort, and who later became 
Commanding General of the Confederacy. A dock 460 feet long was constructed 


along the shore, with all the facilities for unloading vessels, and a number of 
sheds, stables and temporary houses built to facilitate construction of the 
fortifications. 


Some 400 civilians worked on the massive stone fortifications, earning 
wages up to $3.00 per day. Supplies poured in by barge from the sea, including 
thousands of tons of granite blocks from quarries in New York and Pennsylvania. 


The old stone arches and catacomb-like fortifications were the newest 
innovations in military fortifications, and the portholes for the guns were 
sheathed in iron. Powder and munitions magazines were built at the top of the 
hill, connected with the shore fortifications by a thousand-foot tunnel con- 
structed in 1863—-the first vehicular tunnel in New York City. Ten feet high 
and nine feet wide, it is still in good condition. Old magazine rooms flank 
this tunnel, and there is a narrow black passageway leading to two roans twelve 
feet square, which were designed as an emergency station for wounded. 


A tunnel also was alleged to have been constructed under the Narrows 
during the Civil War, connecting Forts Totten and Schuyler. The tunnel has 
been the subject of many newspaper articles and rumors, but official denials 
have always been issued on the subject. 


The guns planned for the Civil War fort were twelve-inch smooth bore 
cannon, firing a round ball weighing 400 pounds. These cannons had a 6,000-foot 
range, and a dubious record for accuracy. 
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While work was proceeding on the fortifications, a large number of 
troops were given training at the Fort, including the 15th New York Volunteers 
(Engineers), the 2nd Maine Infantry Regiment, the 9th Indiana Infantry, and 
large numbers of Lincoln's "90-day enlistees," 


In 1864, an economy-minded Congress decided to discontinue work on 
the coastal fortifications. They were never finished. 


The Grant General Hospital was completed in 1864. The buildings, of 
cheap construction, were erected in the form of a rectangle and consisted of 
offices, a number of pavillions and wards for the patients, living quarters for 
the medical officers, kitchens and mess halls, a commissary, quartermaster's 
storehouse and bakery. 


Fort Totten then became the site of the Grant General Hospital 
completed in 1864 and closed in 1865, after treating a total of 5,643 sick and 
wounded patients. 


On June 20, 1865, Companies A, B and D of the Battalion of ngineers 
arrived—-the first permanent garrison for the Fort. Company C was temporarily 
absent in Washington, guarding engineer supplies left there by the Army. The 
troops were commanded by Brevet Brigadier General J. C. Duane (Lieutenant 
Colonel Corps of Ingineers), who assumed command of the post. 


The 350 men and officers represented most of the Engineer Corps of 
the United States Army and were quartered in the temporary hospital buildings. 
All these old buildings, including the Grant General Hospital, have since been 
torn dow. 


In 1869, another general hospital was established the buildings of 
which are still in use. One of the early doctors was Major Walter Reed, who 
experimented with the cause and cure of agues and fevers, later achieving 
international renown for conquering yellow fever. 


In 1868 Brigadier General H.S. Abbott, who came to the Fort in 1865, 
assumed command of an Engineering School authorized by the War Department at 
Fort Totten. Young West Point graduates assigned to the Corps of Engineers, 
came to the post for a two-year practical course in engineering problems and 
techniques. General Abbott commanded the post until 1886. 


The fort was the only military engineer depot in the United States, 
and became the arsenal for all sapping and mining tools, the school for sub- 
marine mining, the arsenal for pontoon material for the armies, and the depot 
for all materiel pertaining to the system of torpedo defenses. It was manned 
at first by three companies, each consisting of ten sergeants, ten corporals, 
two musicians and 128 privates. Later, the companies were reduced in strength 
to five sergeants, four corporals, two musicians and 39 privates. 


COLOR GUARD 


The men were trained as mining engineers, as well as construction 
engineers for building bridges, buildings and entrenchments, and were given 
training in the proper method of handling armies. 


General Abbott was responsible for many inventions used extensively 
in later years by various branches of the Army. He developed, at Totten, a 
submarine mine defense system, seacoast searchlights and mortar batteries, 
modifications of which are in use today. His searchlight had its first test 
in 1872, when the first illuminated night target practice took place in New 
York, functioning perfectly. 


Although an official description of the post in 1872 described the 
Fort at Willets Point as "healthful," General Abbott reported it as "fertile— 
subject to fever and ague." Malaria and mosquito marshes on the post were a 
nuisance, and the water supply and drainage, a series of wells and cisterns, 
a problem. 


During the 1880's experiments with the Sims fish torpedo were con- 
ducted at the Fort. Propelled by electricity, long black torpedoes raced 
through the water at the incredible speed of ten miles per hour, raising havoc 
with the morale of local fishermen. 


At the time of the Spanish American War, when it was feared that 
Admiral Cervera's Fleet, then lost in the Caribbean, was on its way to attack 
New York, a second set of fortifications was constructed on the hill above the 
original coastal batteries. Two large disappearing guns, with ten-inch bore, 
were placed in position, discharging a projectile weighing over 500 pounds, and 
capable of piercing any ship's armor at a distance of four miles, There was 
also one 7=inch gun, and 8 and 12-inch mortars, which were capable of. lobbing 
shells five miles. 


A skirmish line of torpedoes was laid from Fort Totten across the 
channel to Fort Schuyler close enough together so that no ship could possibly 
cross the line without being blown up. The torpedoes were connected by electric 
wires, with batteries located at each end of the line. The channel was also 
protected by two groups of submarine mines, each group consisting of twenty-two 
torpedoes, each containing 120 pounds of giant powder » 


At that time, the complement of the Fort numbered about 400 men , 
commanded by Major J. G. D. Knight. 


On July 23, 1898, President McKinley signed an order which read: "The 
President orders that the Fort at Willets Point at the east entrance to New York 
Harbor shall hereafter be known and designated as Fort Totten in honor of 
Brigadier General Joseph G. Totten, Corps of Engineers, United States Army, 
whose untimely death occurred April 22, 1864, from wounds sustained at the siege 
of Vera Cruz, Mexico." The post was commanded at that time by Colonel Arthur 
Murray « 


In 1903, the Engineering School moved to Washington Barracks and 
later to Fort Belvoir, Virginia, and the Coast Artillery took over Fort Totten, 
manning it with five companies. 


During World War I, additional coast artillery guns were installed, 
commanding the Long Island Sound approach to New York. The Fort was also used 
as a concentration area for troops, where men were housed, supplied, and other- 
wise taken care of until the time came to board the ships for France. The men 
were taken from the Fort directly to the big ocean liners, using steamers which 
anchored at the big 800-foot pier started during the Civil War. The post was 
manned by a strongly augmented regular garrison of alert Coast Artillerymen, 
armed with the latest equipment in guns, searchlights and ammunition. The 
garrison included the 58th Coast Artillery Regiment. 


In 1922, the 62nd Coast Artillery Regiment, Antiaircraft, arrived at 
the Fort—a military organization with an: unbroken history dating back to 1798, 
and with service in the War of 1812, Indian Wars, Mexican War, Civil War, Spanish 
American War, Philippine Insurrection and World War I. The 62nd was equipped 
with antiaircraft artillery and later became the mother wit for the entire 
United States AAA defense system. 


In 1936, the Coast Artillery Association Trophy was awarded to the 
62nd for the most outstanding performance in military efficiency of any Coast 
Artillery unit. Four of the five combat batteries of the regiment were awarded 
the highest peacetime ratings of any Artillery unit in the Army. 


During 1937 and 1938, extensive improvements were made at the Fort. 
Buildings were remodelled and modernized, new roads were constructed, swamps 
and marshy areas were filled in, extensive grading and sodding was accomplished, 
and the post was beautified and improved to the point where it became one of the 
most attractive Army establistments in the United States, 


By 1938, the 62nd had become a highly mobile antiaircraft organization, 
able to throw a.100-vehicle motorcade into action anywhere at a few hours! notice 
It was equipped with 60-inch searchlights throwing an 800,000, 000-candlepower 
beam to a 32,000-foot altitude; 36-inch lights with a 20,000-foot beam; three- 
inch antiaircraft batteries throwing 15-pound shells to 25,000 feet at a rate of 
25 per minute per weapon. They also had 50-caliber Browning machine guns, elabo- 
rate sound detectors for planes, machine shops and rolling kitchens. 


Apart from inadequately equipped National Guard units, the 62nd was 
the only antiaircraft regiment on the entire Atlantic Coast. The only other 
AAA units in the U. S. Army at that time were in the Philippines, Hawaii, the 
Canal Zone, and at Fort Sheridan, Illinois. Colonel Henry T. Eglin commanded 
Fort Totten at that time. 


The 62nd became known as the Gypsy Regiment because of the swiftness 
with which it travelled from point to point in the eastern United States. 
one trip, the entire regiment travelled with complete equipment to Fort Knox, 
Kentucky (more than 1,000 miles), in two days. 


The success of antiaircraft artillery during the Spanish Civil War 
brought about increased appropriations for Fort Totten, as well as an increased 
complement of troops. By 1939, when the Fort was opened to the public as a 
side attraction of the World's Fair at nearby Flushing, the 62nd Regiment 
consisted of 40 officers and a thousand soldiers. It was equipped with 130 
high-speed motor vehicles, able to cruise at better than 40 miles per hour, 
regardless of the condition of the roads. The equipment also included eight 
of the largest antiaircraft guns in the world, a fleet of 8,000,000-candlepower 
searchlights, a number of sound locators for airplanes which were set up to 
automatically direct the searchlights to the planes, twenty 50-caliber anti- 
aircraft machine guns. 


Lieutenant Colonel Charles R. Finley, Commanding Officer of the Fort, 
was also Commanding Officer of the Eastern New York Harbor Defenses. 


On June 3, 1939, the 62nd celebrated its 14lst Anniversary with a 
parade including 5,000 civilian marchers--an estimated 20,000 guests jammed 


COMMANDING GENERAL'S QUARTERS 


Fort Totten's Open House that day. As the marchers paraded, the guns of the 
Fort boomed and planes flew overhead. The 62nd, very closely knit into the 
local community after 17 years of soldiering at Totten, was affectionately 
Called "The Queen's Own Regiment" by their civilian friends. 


Later in 1939, half of the personnel of the 62nd were sent to Panama 
to establish full antiaircraft defenses for the Canal Zone. Replacing the 
veterans by untrained men, the regiment then began a process which continued 
throughout the war, that of training men in antiaircraft work, and setting up 
new organizations. 


From 1937 to 1942, many improvements were made at the fort. Build- 
ings were remodelled and modernized, new roads were constructed, adjacent marshy 
areas were filled in, extensive grading and sodding was accomplished, and the 
fort was beautified and improved to the point where it became one of the most 
attractive army establishments in the United States. 


In 1939, the WPA built 11 temporary barracks, and in 1940 and 1941 
many additional improvements were made for the reception of World War II 
draftees. During the two years immediately preceding our entry into the war, 
$250,000 was spent on new roads and improvements—the total of 24 buildings, 
including barracks, mess halls and recreation centers. 


In January 1941, a large contingent from the 62nd boarded the steam- 
ship Alexander, which carried the first American troops to the newly acquired 
99-year lease bases in Newfoundland. They served as the nucleus for the anti- 
aircraft defense of Forts Pepperell and McAndrew. 


At that time, in addition to the 1300 men remaining in the 62nd, there 
were 100 men in the Quartermaster Corps, 100 Army Reservists, and 200 men in the 
Service Unit of the 219th Coast Artillery Regiment. The armament of the post 
included 12 three-inch guns, 24 - 37mm guns, 24 ~ 50 caliber machine guns, and 
15 - 60-inch searchlights. 


On March 1, 1941, 600 officers and men of the 62nd left for permanent 
assignment to Fort Eustis, Virginia, where they began training selective service 
volunteers and draftees in antiaircraft artillery work. In April 1941, nine 
hundred draftees from Fort Niagara and Camp Upton arrived to replace these men 
and bring the unit up to its full strength of 1800 men. 


The draftees received basic training in antiaircraft artillery work, 
and were given an eight week course in drill, artillery, map reading, convoy 
discipline, hygiene, care of equipment, small arms and other military subjects. 
At the end of their basic training, they were reclassified and given specialized 
training according to individual ability and aptitude. 


The 62nd Regiment was then composed of two battalions. The first 
battalion consisted of a searchlight battery and three gun batteries, all 
firing three-inch shells. The three-inch guns were both fixed and mobile. The 
second battalion consisted of one machine gun battery and three 37mm quick fire 
ack-ack guns. 


In June 1941, 1500 men of the 62nd left for the two day maneuvers at 
Camp Upton, to provide antiaircraft protection for 3300 vehicles of the "Blue 
ist Armored Division. The 62nd used 303 trucks and carried complete combat 
equipment, including three-inch guns, 37mm guns, 50 caliber antiaircraft machine 
guns and searchlights. Planes from Mitchel Field worked with both armies in 
the maneuvers. 


In October 1941, Fort Totten played a very active role in the eight- 
day First Interceptor Command Test Exercises, in which 40,000 civilian spotters, 
five AAA regiments in ten states, and the New York State Guard, participated. 

The 62nd was augmented with 1600 men fran the 7lst Coast Artillery at Fort Dupont 
Delaware, and 900 men frdm the 122nd Coast Artillery at Fort Story, Virginia, to 
form the First Provisional Antiaircraft Brigade, under the command of Colonel 
Ralph W. Wilson, and operated from headquarters at Fort Totten. The lst Pro- 
visional Regiment (AA, Fixed) operated from Fort Hancock, New Jersey, in coordi- 
nation with the lst Provisional AAA Brigade. 


The 4,000 men directed from headquarters at Fort Totten were stationed 
in a number of vulnerable sectors of the metropolitan area as a defense against 
air attack. Seven hundred trucks were used to transport troops and equipment to 
the 83 antiaircraft installations throughout the area. 


Three batteries of the 62nd, composed of some 500 men, were stationed 
at LaGuardia Field, one of the most important potential enemy targets in the 
city. An "attacking" force of about 300 airplanes finally swept in toward New 
York City; while a ground force attacked Fort Tilden. According to Colonel 
Wilson not a single "enemy plane" arrived over the New York area undetected, 
and, presumably, shot down by the efficient antiaircraft fire of the lst Pro- 
visional AAA Brigade. 


In November 1941, 1500 officers and men of the 62nd participated in 
extensive war games over three southern states. They travelled in a motor 
cavalcade of 400 trucks, returning the day before Pearl Harbor. Three hundred 
and fifty men remained at the Fort during the maneuvers, handling the necessary 
housekeeping details. 


Qn December 7, 1941, Fort Totten went on a war footing. All men were 
immediately recalled from pass or leave, and preparations were made for any 
eventuality. The guards were doubled and antiaircraft gun crews were especially 
on the alert for any possible sneak attack on New York City. The next day, 
mobile ack-ack units from the Fort poured out in a steady stream to post them 
selves at additional strategic points throughout the metropolitan New York area. 
The valuable experience gained in the 1941 maneuvers was useful in locating the 
mobile units for the defense of New York City. 


In January 1942, the 1219th Corps Area Service Unit was organized at 
the Fort, to carry out the service functions of the post, including the oper- 
ation of the hospital, quartermaster and supply functions, post maintenance, 
and the technical command of the installation. 


Colonel Rodney H. Smith, who commanded the Provisional AAA Brigade 
in the First Army Maneuvers in 1940, became Commanding Officer of the 62nd 
later that same year. In December 1941, when the Antiaircraft Artillery Canmand 
of the Eastern Defense Command was organized at Fort Totten, he became its Chief 
of Staff, serving under Major General Sanderford Jarman. The AAA Command took 
over the active direction of the training of antiaircraft artillery troops to 
all East Coast stations, as well as for eventual service with American troops 
abroad. 


In July 1942, the 62nd AAA Regiment left Fort Totten, having left an 
indelible imprint on the Antiaircraft Artillery program of the United States 
Army. Serving as the mother unit to cadres which had gone out in every direc— 
tion, and providing trained men who eventually built up antiaircraft defenses 
for all American forces everywhere, the 62nd went first to Ingland and then to 
North Africa for active combat duty. 
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From 1942 to 1944, Fort Totten was used as a concentration area for 
the Antiaircraft Artillery Command. There was a constant flow of AAA units 
reporting into the Fort. Totten headquarters, where they were reassigned to 
outlying stations in the New York area, and to points as far away as Camp 
Stewart, Georgia. After several months of intensive training and gun practice, 
they were reassigned to Totten for final outfitting and processing, and sent to 
staging areas for shipment to the combat theaters, 


Most of the AAA troops in Europe, and a large percentage of the AAA 
troops in the Pacific, passed through the Fort Totten Training Center. The 
training included many refresher courses for both officers and enlisted men, 
on the latest types of weapons. 


Although the post population never actually exceeded 3,000 officers 
and men, about 25,000 troops were always under the direct command of the AAA 
headquarters at Fort Totten, This included all the antiaircraft artillery units 
Within a 50-mile radius of New York City. While receiving combat training, these 
gun crews were always on the alert for any possible attack on New York City. 


Throughout the war, the Fort's coast artillery guns, located at the 
water's edge, were periodically tested with live ammunition, making surrounding 
waters unsafe for shipping. Whenever these tests were conducted, adequate 
notice was given to the public through newspaper articles and radio broadcasts. 
The powerful blasts shook windows and rattled dishes off shelves, 
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In addition to billeting and messing the permanent personnel and 
transient passengers of the Air Transport Command, Fort Totten buildings were 
used as offices and processing centers for expediting air movements through 
the North Atlantic air routes, 


Buses shuttled in a steady stream from Fort Totten to LaGuardia Field, 
carrying the working personnel and trans-Atlantic passengers to the air base. 
Large numbers of important military and civilian passengers, including United 
States government officials, technical representatives of the airplane manu- 
facturing concerns, experts on radar and other secret military devices, and 
secret agents of the 0.S.S., Army and Navy, were carried as passengers on ATC 
planes from LaGuardia Field. 


Impressive tonnage figures of high priority mail and cargo destined 
for American troops all over the world were built up by the LaGuardia Field 
unit of ATC. When the Green Project of the ATC began redeploying 50,000 troops 
a month to the United States on the C-54 Skymasters of the North Atlantic Wing 
in 1945, LaGuardia Field handled a very large percentage of this trans-Atlantic 
traffic. Some redeploying tactical bombers of the 8th and 9th Air Force, as 
well as some evacuated litter patients from the ETO, were also landed at La- 
Guardia, 
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After V-E Day, and the resultant shift in air operations of the ATC 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, traffic through the LaGuardia Field 
Port of Aerial Embarkation declined. After V-J Day, large numbers of military 
personnel began to be separated from the service, 


In September 1945, the Atlantic Division of the ATC was formed, 
absorbing the North Atlantic, South Atlantic and Caribbean Divisions, which 
were redesignated as Division "Wingse" 


In November 1945, the Division's headquarters were moved from Grenier 
Field, Manchester, New Hampshire to Fort Totten. All headquarters personnel 
were assigned to the 1102nd AAF Base Unit, which moved to Fort Totten from Miami, 
Florida, and later became the headquarters base unit. 


Commanded by Major General Laurence S. Kuter, the Atlantic Division 
assumed command responsibility over all United States Army troops in Eastern 
Canada, Newfoundland, Labrador, Baffin Island, Greenland, Iceland, the Azores, 
Bermuda, Ascension Island and Brazil, together with command of the ATC bases in 
the Caribbean area. 


The Division also took over the responsibility for field implementa- 
tion of War Department directives in these areas. Its new responsibilities 
included the economical use of military manpower, assistance to civil agencies 
for disposal of surplus property, settlement of claims of foreign nations, and 
all administrative, fiscal, and legal functions of command of overseas troops 
and their joint relations with the local governments of the areas where its 
bases were located and over which its planes flew. 


All the atpve functions were in addition to the responsibility for the 
operation of 36,000 regularly scheduled miles of military air routes to Europe, 
Africa and Asia over which C-54 Skymasters flew high priority mail, cargo and 
personnel in support of American occupational forces. 


Total personnel under the conmand of Atlantic Division headquarters 
on March 15, 1946, consisted of 2,800 officers, 13,000 enlisted men and 16,000 
civilian employees. 


Early in March 1946, the personnel of the 1378th AAF Base Unit were 
transferred to Westover Field, Mass., headquarters of the North Atlantic Wing, 
and operations of the LaGuardia Field Port of Aerial Embarkation ceased. All 
activities carried on at LaGuardia were transferred to Westover Field. 


On March 31, 1946, command of Fort Totten was transferred from the 
Second Service Command to the Air Transport Command, and the 1219th SCU was 
deactivated, many of its soldiers being transferred to the 1102nd AAF Base 
Unit, ATC. Colonel Hugh B. Dudley, commanding officer of the 1102nd AAF Base 
Unit, assumed command of the Fort. 
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Unification of services resulted in consolidation of commands, and on 
June 1, 1949 Fort Totten became the Headquarters of the New York-New Jersey 
Subarea, Canmanded by Major General Lawrence C. Jaynes. 


Under the auspices of the Subarea, Fort Totten provided facilities for 
the training operations for the Organized Reserve Corps and the National Guard 
in the two state area. Weekend training programs; Command Post exercises and 
weekly meetings were held in the atmosphere and surroundings of one of the 
proudest and most beautiful military posts in the country. 


Effective February 28, 1953, the activities of the Subarea Canmand were 
discontinued, and the 56th AAA Brigade, Brigadier General Harry F, Meyers com- 
manding, arrived’at Fort Totten, assuming command of all AAA troops in the air 
defense of the First Army Area. 


On August 31, 1954, General Meyers retired from the Army and was suc- 
ceeded by Major General N. A. Burnell II. On October 20, 1954 the lst Antiair- 
craft Regional Command was organized at Fort Totten, pursuant to General Order 
Number 29, Headquarters Army Antiaircraft Command, dated October 18, 1954. 
General Burnell assumed command of that headquarters in addition to that of the 
56th AAA Brigade. The mission of the command is to provide antiaircraft defense 
of all metropolitan areas and industrial complexes, and other defenses existing 
and proposed in the First Army Area with the exception of the Niagara—Buffalo 
complex. Existing defenses at the time were located in New York, Boston, Hart=- 
ford, Bridgeport, Providence and Loring Air Force Base, Limestone, Maine. The 
56th AAA Brigade assumed the mission of supporting operationally the lst Antiair- 
craft Regional Command. 
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POST ACTIVITIES 


The Post Chapel is open twenty-four hours a day and is located at the 
junction of Totten Avenue and Murray Avenue (Bldg 37). Hours of service are; 


CATHOLIC 
MASSES - Tuesdays through Saturdays - - 1200 
Sundays -----+--+-+-+-+-- 0930 
PROTESTANT 
SUNDAY SCHOOL = Sundays - ------- 1000 
WORSHIP Sundays - ------- 1100 
JEWISH SERVICES - Wednesday - - - - - - - 1230 


The Post Theatre (Bldg 29, Pratt Ave) operates evenings, Sundays 
through Thursdays, admission being $.25 for adults and $.18 for children wnder 
twelve years of age. Top rate features are presented, commencing at 1900 hours. 
Class "A" uniform or appropriate civilian wear may be worn. 


The Post Hobby Shop (Bldg 22, Pratt Ave) affords all personnel an 
opportunity to improve their skill in photography, ceramics, metal enameling, 
leather projects, and other small crafts. Hours, 1800-2200 Mondays through 
Fridays. 1300-1700, Saturdays and Sundays. 


The Post Library (Bldg 169, Murray Ave) is considered to be one of 
the best within the First Army area. For your pleasure and relaxation, we offer 
a minimum of five thousand volumes, among them being the "Best Sellers," both 
fictional and non-fiction. 

Hours 
Monday through Friday - 0800-1630 
1730-2100 
Saturday and Sunday = 1200-1600 


JV Performances and Shows. Tickets for TV performances are available, 
to all military personnel, at the Post YeMeCeA. Free or reduced theatre tickets 
for all members of the Services may be procured through the United Service Or- 
ganization, located at 43rd Street and Broadway, New York City. 


The Post Gymnasium (Bldg 29, Murray Ave) is maintained for all mil- 
itary personnel and their guests. Open Mondays through Fridays during the 
hours of 1300-2200 (Saturdays and Sundayg 0800-1200). The following activities 
are available: Badminton, weight lifting, bicycletrainers, punching bags, and 
other related equipment. For those desiring to play tennis, courts are located 
to the rear of the gymasiun, 


The YMCA. (Adjacent to the Post Gym) affords enjoyable evenings 
between the hours of 0900-2200 (Sundays 1300-2200). Facilities at your dis- 
posal include pool room, television, library, snack bar, reading and writing 
rooms, and a ballroom where weekly dances are held. 
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The Post Exchange is for your convenience, and to serve all military 
Personnel. (Bldg 22, Pratt Ave). Open Mondays through Fridays during the hours 
of 1000-1800 (Saturdays 0800-1300). Situated in this building and area, under 
the supervision of the-PX officer, are the Post Tailor, Post Shoe Repair Shop, 
Post Barber, Cafeteria, and the Post Garage. Hours for these activities are 
controlled by the PX, and usually conform with those maintained by that organ- 
ization. 


Guest House. Military personnel desiring to house their guests for a 
maximum of three days may utilize the Post Guest House (Bldg T-65, Whistler Ave). 
For your convenience this activity is open during all hours. 


The NCO Club (Bldg 169, Murray Ave) provides recreation and entertain- 
ment for non-commissioned officers, their families and guests. Among the facili- 
ties available are, snack bar, amusement machines, bar, shuffle board, and a 
ballroom which is available for wnit parties, Enlisted men may avail themselves 
of the game room and services of the snack bar which includes soft drinks, beer 
and sandwiches. 


Fishing and Sight Seeing trips. Boats assigned to the post operate 
under the Post Transportation officer, out are scheduled for pleasure and fishing 
trips through the Special Services officer. See Daily Bulletin for regular 
scheduled trips. 


A Clothing Sales Outlet Branch (Bldg T-40, Little Bay Road) is main- 
tained for the convenience of all military personnel. Open daily during the 
hours of 0900-1550 (closed Saturdays, Sundays and the 15th of each month). 


The Fort Totten Officers Open Mess (Bldg 53, Totten Ave) offers to the 
officers, their families and guests the conveniences of the mess, bar, television 
room, and game room. 


The Dispensary (Bldg 174, Story Ave) maintains the following schedule: 
MILI TARY 0800-0930 Saturdays only 
0800-0900 (sick call) Mondays through Saturdays 
1000-1200 (physical examinations ) 
DEPENDENTS 1300-1500 Mondays through Fridays 


The Dental Clinic (Bldg T-20, Story Ave is open both for military 
and dependent personnel during the following hours: 


MILITARY 0800-1200 Mondays through Saturdays 
1300-1700 Mondays through Fridays 


DEPENDENTS 0800-1100 Tuesdays through Fridays 
1300-1600 Tuesdays through Fridays 
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The Post Veterinarian (Bldg 174, Story Ave) provides services for 
small animals and is open 0900 to 1100 Fridays, or by appointments. 


The Post Commissary (Bldg 90, Totten Ave) offers to those holding 
commissary privileges a fine selection of foods, meats and vegetables. Open 
0900-1500, Mondays through Fridays (closed for inventory last working day of 
each month). 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Newspapers - Daily newspapers (mornings only) may be purchased at 
Officers Open Mess and NCO Club. Personnel desiring to have morning papers 
delivered to their quarters are requested to place their orders with the Garden 
Hills Newspaper Delivery Company, 61-10 167th Street, Flushing, New York, phone 
number, Flushing 9-9641. 


Train Service - The Long Island Railroad provides adequate transporta- 
tion from Bayside to Pennsylvania Station, New York. For train schedules phone 
Long Island Railroad, Bayside 9-1244. . 


Bus Service - Transportation to Bayside or Flushing (via bus) is 
available to post personnel. Buses leave (Bell Boulevard and Willets Point 
Boulevard) every twenty minutes, 10 minutes past, half past and ten minutes to 
the hour. 


Subway Service - Subway transportation to Times Square, other 
Manhattan stations, and Brooklyn is available (via IRT and BMT) at Main Street 
and Roosevelt Avenue, Flushing. For those desiring to utilize a Municipal 
parking area, the subway (IRT and BMT) located at -Willets Point Boulevard is 
recommended. (West on Belt Parkway approximately 4 miles). 


Cashing of Checks - The types of checks authorized to be cashed at 
the Fort Totten Branch Exchange and the limitations as to the dollar amounts 
are as follows: 


United States Treasury Checks $300.00 


Red Cross $300.00 
Money Orders $300.00 
Travelers Checks $300.00 
Cashiers Checks $300.00 
Organization Fund $300.00 


Personal and other checks $50.00 limit. This limitation does not 
preclude the acceptance of a check from military personnel for the exact amount 
of a purchase. 


Local Housing = An active file of local available apartments and 
houses (furnished and wnfurnished) is maintained by the Social Director of our 
YoMeCeoA. adjacent to the Post Gym. 


Dogs and other Pets - All dogs will be registered with the Provost 
Marshal on arrival on the Post and all dogs will be vaccinated annually against 
rabies on dates specified by the Post Veternarian. Owners are responsible that 
their pets do not become a nuisance at public ceremonies, athletic events, or 
to other persons on the Post, and that they do not destroy government or private 
property. 


During’ the period of heat, female dogs will be housed or secured. 
Unauthorized pets, will be impounded by the Post Provost Marshal, and advertised 
in the Daily Bulletin prior to disposal. 


. Firearms and Fireworks - All privately owned firearms will be regis- 
tered with the Post Provost Marshal. 


All firearms will be kept under lock when not in actual use. 


Firearms will not be carried on the person except. when prescribed on a 
duty status. 


The discharge of any firearm, except on duty, is prohibited, 


The use, possession of, or firing of any type of fireworks is pro- 
hibited, except when public displays are authorized by the Post Commander. 


Liquor and Narcotics - Intoxicating liquor will not be introduced 
into barracks under any circumstances. 


Narcotics will not be introduced or kept on the post, except on 
written authority from the Post Surgeon. 


Mail Service - The Post Office is located in Building 56 on Murray 
Avenue and furnishes complete Postal Service. Hours on weekdays from 0800-1630, 
and on Saturdays from 0800-1200. Closed Sundays and holidays. 


Mail is delivered to quarters daily, except Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays. 


Mail boxes for: the dispatch of mail are located throughout the post. 
Collection hours are indicated on each boxe. In addition the Flushing Post 
Office collects mail from the box in front of the Post Exchange at 2020 hours 
daily. 


Mail for house guests should be addressed in care of the host, and 
the local Post office notified. 


a Sy Toyah 


Laundry Service - The Post Tailor calls for and delivers laundry on a 
cash basis. (Telephone, Extension 4276) At present the post provides no 
Quartermaster laundry service, 


Schools - There are no childrens' schools on the post. The following 
schools are utilized by children living at Fort Tottens 


P.S. 41 214-33 35th Avenue, Bayside, L.I. 


Kindergaten - morning 0900 to 1200 
afternoon 1300 to 1500 


All students grade 1 thru 8 - 0900 to 1500 

Sacred Heart 215-35 38th Avenue, Bayside, L.I. 
All students grade 1 thru 8 - 0830 to 1530 

Bayside High School 32-24 Corporal Kennedy Street, Bayside, L.I. 
All students - 0900 to 1510 


For bus schedules contact Post Transportation Officer. ( Telephone 
Extension 2250) 
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